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This prayer has been published in the winter 2024 edition of the CMS magazine.
The magazine includes information about CMS peace projects across the world.
A copy has been placed on the leaflet rack in St Giles reception.

With thanks to Ann Harris.
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Over many years I have had the privilege, and it is a privilege, to read
the Passion Gospel. As we near Easter we will hear it read again. I
have to say it is an emotional piece of scripture. It is difficult to read to
a congregation without immersing oneself in the story.

A few years ago my wife Judith and I visited friends in Vienna. On the
many trips out, monasteries seem to be the order of the day, along
with coffee shops and drinking establishments of course!

One visit took us to a village whose name escapes me (I put that down
to age). A church, but what that led to were Stations of the Cross.
Nothing unusual about that, but they were on the hillside adjoining the
church. To walk up a hillside, along cobbles and pausing at each
station, reflecting on the walk that Jesus took on His walk to
Crucifixion. The emotion was quite intense. A difficult walk, but full of
reflections.

Think of the Stations of the Cross around St Giles’. It’s a warm
atmosphere, on level ground; but you reflect: try doing it on a hillside!
It’s good to think and put yourself in another place and think what
Jesus went through.

As we approach Easter we have Lent to ponder through. Watch and
Pray. In the Garden of Gethsemane His disciples fell asleep. Jesus had
asked them to stay with Him. He was alone in his hour of need.

Before I finish, I take this opportunity to welcome Fr Ian and his wife,
Mikela, to our Benefice. I have known Ian for many years prior to his
curacy here at St Giles’. Exciting times!!

God Bless you all.

Fr Michael
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Benefice of Pontefract: Lent 2024

This year there will be two complementary Lent courses taking place
across the Benefice.

One will be taking place at St Giles’ each Wednesday morning from
Ash Wednesday (14th February) through to the Wednesday in Holy
Week (20th March) at 10:30-11:15am. Fr Sam and Jill will be leading a
reflection on a set psalm from Tom Wright’s book Lent for Everyone :
Mark.

Alternatively, Fr Mark will be hosting a Lent course ‘Lentern Psalms’
each Thursday evening throughout Lent at All Saints' Vicarage,
6:45pm for a 7pm start.

All are welcome and we do hope you will be able to join us at one or
more of the sessions.

A gentle reminder to all our lovely readers that annual subs are now due.

£10 to David Leigh please for another year's happy reading!

See p10 for details.



Dates to remember
(All events at St Giles', unless otherwise noted.)

Friday 1st March: Organ Recital: Phil Higgins: 1pm

Sunday 3rd March: Food collection for No.6

Choral Evensong: 4pm

Monday 4th March: Mothers' Union: (see p11 for details.)

Saturday 9th March: Follow Me: at Wakefield Cathedral (see p19)

Wednesday 13th March: Lent for Everyone: 10.30-11.15am
(see panel opposite)

Collation Service for Revd Ian Bullock:
7.30pm

Thursday 13th March: Lenten Psalms: 6.45pm for 7pm
at All Saints' vicarage

(see panel opposite)

Sunday 17th March: Messy Church at St Mary's 4.00pm

Wednesday 27th March Chocolate Tombola: (see p11)

Friday : 5th April: Organ Recital: Tim Harper: 1pm
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The deadline for submissions to the March magazine is
Wednesday 21st February
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During a visit to the UK in February, the Palestinian priest and theologian Revd Dr
Munther Isaac – pastor of Christmas Evangelical Church in Bethlehem – delivered an
address at Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church, in London. In his sermon, he issued an
uncompromising call to the UK church. In the midst of the horrors unfolding in Gaza, it
is vital that we hear the voices of Palestinian Christians, crying out for justice.

An extract of his address is reproduced below. A complete version can be found online, at
https://www.bloomsbury.org.uk/christ-under-the-rubble-a-vigil-for-gaza/

Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church - Jesus under the Rubble
Delivered February 18, 2024
Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke,

to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke? (Isaiah 58:6)

Sisters and brothers

It has been more than more than 130 days since the war on Gaza began. It is beyond my
comprehension to believe that this war, this genocide is still going on.

28,000 thousand killed, including 12,500 children. Thousands more still under the rubble.
68,000 injured. 1.7 million displaced; trapped and starved. This is beyond inhuman!

What happened to the conscience of world leaders; I say world leaders, and the lord of wars,
because the voices in the street are sending a different message. They are speaking loud and
clear: stop this genocide. But sadly, the war lords are not listening.

The International Court of Justice was clear in its description of what is happening and its
rebuke to Israel and those complicit in it, yet even the ruling of the ICJ was not enough to
stop this genocide. And now we fear that Israel will assault Rafah! Could it even get worse?

The people of Gaza broadcast to us scenes of their genocide, and the war leaders declared to
us and to the world their intention to wipe out Gaza and recolonize it, and the world is still
debating and deliberating whether what is happening is a war of genocide or not.

Israeli solders are posting mocking videos of the destruction of an entire civilization… while
the world still debates and deliberates!

Friends. Truth is evident for all to see. There is nothing to debate. Apartheid is clear.
Genocide is clear. We don’t need to explain anymore. Truth is evident for all to see. World
leaders know the truth. They are denying it. In fact, they have been denying it for 76 years.
How many delegations did we receive? How many lectures did we give? How many times
did we explain things?

Meanwhile, Israel alleges that some members from UNRWA were involved in the attacks on
October 7th, and support to UNRWA stops directly from countries around the world, including
the UK. The amount of hypocrisy is incomprehensible. The level of racism involved for such

https://www.bloomsbury.org.uk/christ-under-the-rubble-a-vigil-for-gaza/
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hypocrisy is appalling. I cannot get beyond this.

Some world leaders and church leaders are beginning to change their stance. It is too late!
You already showed up to Tel Aviv to show support; you provided the theological and
political cover, you described it as self-defence and as such gave a green light; you even paid
the bill, and now you are showing concern? I am sorry…you cannot undo what happened.
You cannot change history. You cannot wash the blood from your hand.

Indeed, the conscience of the world is dead. They have grown numb. World leaders are
obsessed about their thrones. They are intoxicated with power. They are literally signing /
autographing the missiles! They love war. They don’t care for the victims. In fact, they
already labelled them as terrorists, animals, and evil.

Don’t tell me it is not racism! Those complicit in this genocide do not see us as equals, as
humans. How else do you explain this lack of empathy for human lives? For children dying,
pulled from under the rubble, for babies found decomposed in Gaza hospitals?

We are tired of sharing these stories; we are tired of sharing about the killing of our people.
We have been pleading “Lord, Have Mercy!” for more than 130 days; indeed, for 76 years.

As Palestinians… we find comfort in our faith. We find hope in the Word of God. This
Sunday is the first Sunday of the season of Lent. As we journey towards the cross, may we
reflect on the meaning of this season:

• It is time of Repentance.

• It is a time of fasting, and such a time to reflect on the meaning of true piety

• It is a time to reflect on the mystery of suffering and how the road to glory
goes through the Cross

All three have profound meaning and message to what is happening in Gaza today.

Repentance: oh, how our world needs to repent today from apathy; from numbness to
suffering; and from normalizing and justifying a genocide.

When world leaders watch a genocide and ethnic cleansing unfold live on TV and social
media, yet continue to explain it, while only raising concern over the death of innocent
civilians—our collective humanity is at stake.

When churches justify a genocide or are silent watching from distance, making carefully
crafted balanced statements—the credibility of the Gospel is at stake.

We need to repent from our racism, superiority, and bigotry. This war confirmed to me that
the world does not look at us as equals. They describe a genocide as a “misstep”, or “over the
top”. We need to repent from the sin apartheid – the idea that certain people are more entitled
than others.

In this Lent season, we are also called to reflect on our religious practices. God’s message to
us through fasting: Piety that does not produce compassion and mercy is false piety! Piety
that does not lead to hunger for justice is false piety.

Is not this the fast that I choose:
>>>>>>
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Remembering those whose Year's Mind falls in March:-

01 Nancy Atkinson 12 Kenneth Wilson Frankland
01 Arthur Haigh Claire Jennings

Beatrice Hopwood Alan John Spedding
02 Olive May Hyomes Terry Taylor
03 Irene Lavine 15 Kath Taylor

Josiah Worrell 17 Robert Haley Milnes
04 Margaret Carter 23 Evelyn Clark

Charles Henry Coverdale 24 Stanley Taylor
05 Ernest Sambrooks Roger Michael Whitaker
07 Richard Haigh 25 Jonathan Bellamy
08 Hilary Dalgleish Ida Swann
10 Mary Conway 28 Donald Richard Chessman

31 Junee Coad

to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the straps of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?

Our world is full of false piety, a piety that lacks mercy, justice, and truth. Today’s reading
from Isaiah is as if it were talking about today.

Friends, these words from Isaiah go beyond “charity”. This is about taking a stance and
active participation to bring justice and liberation.

This is not about making a statement. Jesus did not say: I was hungry, and you prayed for
me and made a statement! Jesus said: I was a prisoner and you came to me!

This is not about “praying for peace”, “raising concern”, and sending support. Piety, says
Isaiah, means active participation in loosing the bonds of injustice, undoing the straps of
yoke, letting the oppressed go free, and breaking every yoke. This is active solidarity; this is
about action.

I ask: Is this what the church is doing today? Let us be honest with ourselves! Do you see
why I have been crying out—‘where is the church’? The question when we face injustice
and suffering should not always be “where is God?” Many times the question is “where the
church?”
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Are You on the Electoral Roll?

If not, this is your opportunity to become a full voting
member of the parish.

The electoral roll is being updated. The formal notice of
revision is on the church notice board as required. If you
need to check whether you are on the roll please contact
the parish administrator Vivienne Smales
(stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com).

If your name is not on the roll, you are aged 16 or over
and you would like to be included on the roll, please fill in
a form obtainable from Bevil Edwards, Vivienne Smales or
a church warden.

Forms must be returned no later than Sunday 7th April
2024. Notes about the use of email addresses and other
personal data are included on the application form.

If you are under 16 but your 16th birthday is before 7th April
2025 you can apply now and your name will be entered
on the roll when you become 16.

If you have any questions please ask Bevil Edwards.

mailto:stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com
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Emmaus

(Luke 24:13-32)

In the breaking of the bread

Our eyes were opened,

We knew Him then.

The Lord was with us in Emmaus,

There was no doubt.

He was alive and with us,

The scriptures made sense.

What a difference!

But thinking back

To that journey –

To the grief that overwhelmed us,

The discussions, disagreements

And debilitating disappointment –

A different opening of the eyes,

We never were alone.

Before the word and bread,

Because of the word and bread

He was there,

He is here,

Always,

Walking with us.

By Daphne Kitching
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Hi! RAZZIE HERE!

I knows my hoodad (Broos)
reely luvs me.

Weneva he forsl asleeep, I
orlways puts my por on him
to mek shoor that he's
orlright.
If he duznt wek up straitaweay, I liks his
eer. He orlways sez, "Oh Razzie!", so I nose
he's reely greatfull.
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God in Music

‘Glorious the song when God’s the theme’: Allegri’s Miserere

In the 1980s thanks to Godfrey Smith, a columnist for The Sunday Times, there was a series
of letters about particular pieces of music that have the TQ – the Tingle Quotient. As we listen,
the music sends a shiver of excitement up and down the spine and opens out for us a new
world of beauty and wonder.

The letters started with a novelist writing about his travels across the Sahara. In moments of
desolation and loneliness he would think of music that meant the most to him and which he
thought he might never hear again. Then a schoolmaster in Rochester, he wrote of a
production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ where the funeral scene virtually brought the house down.
Juliet entered a darkened school hall, lit only by glimmering candles with music sung that
brought the audience to tears.

For both novelist and schoolmaster, the work that had that TQ factor was Allegri’s Miserere. It
provided consolation in the cold desert nights, and it created the impact in that production of
Shakespeare’s play. Other readers supplied their list of TQ music, and always the Miserere
was in the top five. I suspect that this music strikes the TQ for many of you as well.

Why is it, I wonder? We can provide an answer by talking of the contrast between the
plainsong sung by the men’s voices and the responses from the choir that lead to that small
group of solo voices where the treble or soprano reaches a high C and comes down the scale
to the cadence. We can point to the intriguing history of this work for the setting by Gregorio
Allegri (1582-1652) was the exclusive possession of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican. To
copy the music was a crime punishable by excommunication.

In spite of this, a 14-year-old Mozart heard the piece in 1770 and wrote it down from memory,
paying another visit to verify some of the notes he had copied down. The Emperor, Leopold 1,
the king of Portugal, persuaded the Pope to grant him a copy. When it was performed in his
own imperial chapel, he was disappointed. He even thought the Pope had palmed him off with
an inferior work. Then he realised that the beauty and magic of the music lay in its being sung
in the Sistine Chapel where the plainsong and the high C cadences could ring out among the
pillars and arches of that great building.

The Miserere, or Psalm 51 is the heart-felt cry of the Church for mercy. As one of the
penitential psalms, it is a very personal expression of sorrow for sin and a moving appeal to
God for mercy and restoration.

In Allegri’s setting that high C is reached as the individual acknowledges his sin, and again as
he cries for mercy and finally as he proclaims that his tongue will sing of God’s grace and
righteousness. A single voice in the music scales the heights of heaven to represent all of us
as we turn to God with that same awareness of sin, that same plea for mercy, and that same
affirmation that we will then turn to God with thanksgiving and the offering of a humble and
contrite heart.

And so with the psalmist and with Allegri, we can pray ‘Have mercy upon me, O God, after thy
great goodness.’
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The last date for items for March's magazine is

Sunday 20th February 2022

April's magazine.

Artwork by Deborah Noble
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Food

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/

Jill Clapham Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) Tel: 07740869346
Tony Williams Pastoral Minister Tel: 07919412797

Marjorie Laidlaw 795748

07999 807344

07999 807344

Tiddlywinks
Barbara Lavine 07780 358306

07485 546035

This month's cover shows two of the Stations of the Cross. The lighting in St
Giles' is such that we normally see them only in stark silhouette; the
photographs show them in their true, majestic light.

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/
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EASTER EGGS

During the Middle Ages the decorating and colouring of eggs was a popular custom
throughout Europe. Different cultures developed their own preferred colours. In Greece,
crimson coloured eggs were exchanged; in Eastern Europe and Russia, silver and gold were
usual; whilst Austrian eggs often had fern and plant designs on them.

The first of the Fabergé eggs was made as an Easter gift for Empress Marie of Russia, from
her husband, Tsar Alexander, in 1883. It featured a small gold egg, in an outer shell of
platinum and enamel.

In England, eggs at Easter have been coloured and decorated from very early years. King
Edward I’s household accounts for 1307 include an entry for :-

18 pence for eggs which are to be boiled and dyed or covered with gold leaf for

distribution to the royal household.

Later craftsmen made artificial eggs of silver and gold, ivory or porcelain, often inlaid with
jewels. However, the ultimate must be the bejewelled wonders made by Carl Fabergé
during the 19th Century. Today those magnificent eggs are museum pieces.

The chocolate egg has evolved from a simple chocolate egg wrapped in paper, to the bright
coloured creations that we have today. The first chocolate Easter eggs were made in
Europe in the early 19th Century, with France and Germany at the forefront. John Cadbury
made his first Easter eggs in 1875. These were made of dark chocolate and the decorations
were chocolate piping and marzipan flowers. In 1905, Cadbury’s launched their ‘Dairy Milk’
chocolate, which was so popular that it significantly increased the sale of Easter eggs as a
seasonal gift.

With thanks to Karen Glynn
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