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We welcome you to this celebration of Parish Mass  

for  The Fifth Sunday of Easter  

Today’s setting for mass is 

Sumsion in F  

People of all denominations who are in good standing with their own church 

are welcome to come and receive communion.  If you wish to receive a 

blessing, please come to the altar carrying this order of service. 

Please let clergy or a churchwarden know at the beginning of the service if 

you need a gluten-free host.  

5 minutes before the service begins, a bell will ring to signal that a period of quiet 

reflection is kept during which you may wish to use this prayer. 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Before the liturgy begins notices are given, and then a bell is rung to begin our worship. 

 

Parish Giving 

It costs us at least £2,000 per week to carry out our ministry, mission and 

basic maintenance of this lovely building. One off cash donations can be 

made in the box in reception just by the 

entrance door into church. Contactless 

payments can be made using our free-standing 

contactless giving machine located in church. It is 

also possible to donate using our QR code 

which links to a safe and secure ‘Give a little’ 

payment portal which is compliant with 

GDPR,PCI & PCI-DSS. 

1. Open your phone camera 2. Scan the QR 

code 3. Click the link displayed 4. Donate 
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The Gathering 

IntroitHymn   (408) 
Love Divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

All thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesu, thou art all compassion, 

Pure, unbounded love thou art; 

Visit us with thy salvation, 

Enter every trembling heart. 

Come, almighty to deliver, 

Let us all thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

Never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve thee as thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

Glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish then thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in thee: 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise.  
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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The Greeting 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Invitation to confession 
Christ our passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all malice and evil 

and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 
1 Corinthians 5.7,8 

Prayer of Penitence 
Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone, 

and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

The president says  

May the God of love and power 

 forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis (Lourdes) 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
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The Collect  for the Fifth Sunday of Easter. 

Silence is kept 

Almighty God, 

who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ 

have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: 

grant that, as by your grace going before us 

you put into our minds good desires, 

so by your continual help 

we may bring them to good effect; 

through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity  of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading    Acts 8.26-40  
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So 

he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of 

the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He 

had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go 

over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading 

the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He 

replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get 

in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading 

was this: 

‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  

and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

so he does not open his mouth. 

In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

Who can describe his generation? 

For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 

The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 

this, about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and 

starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 

As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 

said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He 

commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 

went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out 

of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him 

no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, 

and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all 

the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Alleluia 

 

Gospel Reading    John 15.1-8  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 

make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 

have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 

abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I 

in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 

Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 

such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in 

me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 

done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon 
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The Creed 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession  
With confidence and trust let us pray to the Father.  

 

 After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 

           hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Angela; Pam; Paula; Catriona; Lynn; Beryl; Marion; Richard; Brenda; Victoria; Joe 

& Mark; Rose & Colin; Janis Gallagher; Mary Sambrooks; Linda Sambrooks; 

Cath Godridge; Rhys Williams; Angela Hyomes; David Murray; Andrew Leach; 

Janet Hickling; Jenny Attwood(Priest); Margaret Kidger; Christine Campbell;  

Margaret Tonks; Jo Straw; Sandra Marsh; Michael Phipps. 

 

We pray for those who have recently died:  

Catherine McArdle; Peter Birdsall. 

 

Those whose year’s mind falls at this time 

Mary Belford; Joseph Trevorrow; Hazel Janet Pope; Stella Vine; Doris Helen 

Guest. 

 

  

At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.          

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
St Giles’ 3.16 share what they have been learning. 

The Peace 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said  

 ‘Peace be with you’. 

Then were they glad to see the Lord.  Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 

Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory  

Hymn (310) 
We hail thy Presence glorious, 

O Christ our great high Priest,  

O'er sin and death victorious, 

At thy thanksgiving feast: 

As thou art interceding 

For us in heaven above, 

Thy Church on earth is pleading  

Thy perfect work of love. 

 

Through thee in every nation  

Thine own their hearts upraise, 

Offering one pure Oblation,  

One Sacrifice of praise: 

With thee in blest communion  

The living and the dead 

Are joined in closest union,  

One Body with one Head. 
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O living Bread from heaven,  

Jesu, our Saviour good, 

Who thine own self hast given  

To be our souls' true food; 

For us thy body broken 

Hung on the Cross of shame: 

This Bread its hallowed token  

We break in thy dear name. 

 

O stream of love unending,  

Poured from the one true Vine, 

With our weak nature blending 

The strength of life divine;  

Our thankful faith confessing 

In thy life-blood outpoured,  

We drink this Cup of blessing 

And praise thy name, O Lord.                       
R.G.Parsons (1882- 1948) 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Wise and gracious God,  

you spread a table before us; 

nourish your people with the word of life 

and the bread of heaven. 

Amen. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
Please sit or kneel. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

You are worthy of our thanks and praise,  

Lord God of truth,  

for by the breath of your mouth  

you have spoken your word,  

and all things have come into being.  

You fashioned us in your image  

and placed us in the garden of your delight.  

Though we chose the path of rebellion  

you would not abandon your own.  

Again and again you drew us into your covenant of grace.  

You gave your people the law and taught us by your prophets  

to look for your reign of justice, mercy and peace.  

As we watch for the signs of your kingdom on earth,  

we echo the song of the angels in heaven,  

evermore praising you and singing: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  

heaven and earth are full of thy glory:  

Glory be to thee, O Lord most High.  

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord God, you are the most holy one,  

enthroned in splendour and light,  

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ  

you reveal the power of your love  

made perfect in our human weakness.  
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Embracing our humanity,  

Jesus showed us the way of salvation;  

loving us to the end,  

he gave himself to death for us;  

dying for his own,  

he set us free from the bonds of sin,  

that we might rise and reign with him in glory.  

 

On the night he gave up himself for us all  

he took bread and gave you thanks;  

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.  

 

In the same way, after supper  

he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them, saying:  

 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross,  

we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb,  

we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high  

and we long for his coming in glory.  

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption,  

Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation  

be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

form us into the likeness of Christ  

and make us a perfect offering in your sight.  

Look with favour on your people  

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.  
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Bless the earth,  

heal the sick,  

let the oppressed go free  

and fill your Church with power from on high.  

Gather your people from the ends of the earth  

to feast with Mary, Giles, Michael, Stephen and all your saints 

at the table in your kingdom,  

where the new creation is brought to perfection  

in Jesus Christ our Lord;  

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  

for ever and ever.  

 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom  

in the words our Saviour taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, 

whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

Lord, our hearts hunger for you; 

give us this bread always. 

 

Agnus Dei   
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The President and people receive communion. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
             

Hymn    (276)  
Bread of heaven, on Thee we feed, 

for Thy flesh is meat indeed; 

ever may our souls be fed 

with this true and living bread, 

day by day with strength supplied 

through the life of Him who died. 
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Vine of heaven, Thy blood supplies 

this blest cup of sacrifice; 

’tis Thy wounds our healing give; 

to Thy Cross we look and live: 

Thou our life! O let us be 

rooted, grafted, built on Thee.   
Josiah Conder (1798-1855) 

Choir Anthem 
Brother James’ Air - arr. Gordon Jacob (1895-1984)  

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Eternal God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: 

grant us to walk in his way, 

to rejoice in his truth, 

and to share his risen life; 

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Father of all, 

we give you thanks and praise, 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 

so we and all your children shall be free, 

and the whole earth live to praise your name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
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The Blessing and Dismissal 
We stand for the Blessing 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

God the Father, 

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 

strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

Hymn    (420)  

 

O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve Thee to the end. 

Be Thou for ever near me, 

my Master and my Friend. 

I shall not fear the battle 

if Thou art by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if Thou wilt be my guide. 

O let me hear Thee speaking 

in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will. 

O speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, 

Thou guardian of my soul. 



19 

 

O Jesus, Thou hast promised 

to all who follow Thee, 

that where Thou art in glory 

there shall Thy servant be; 

and, Jesus, I have promised 

to serve Thee to the end; 

O give me grace to follow, 

my Master and my Friend. 

O let me see Thy footmarks, 

and in them plant mine own; 

my hope to follow duly 

is in thy strength alone. 

O guide me, call me, draw me, 

uphold me to the end; 

and then in heaven receive me, 

my Saviour and my Friend. 
John Ernest Bode (1816-1874) 

 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

 

The altar party departs. 

Organ Voluntary  

Today’s service sheet is sponsored in memory of  

  

Mary Belford 

 1934 - 2007 

  

Always in the loving memory of her 

Husband, Sons and Grandchildren 



20 

 

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above): 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England material from which 
is included, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 Common Worship: Times 
and Seasons material from which is included, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 

2006  
 

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Ver-

sion Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995, National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  

permission. All rights reserved.  

Christian Copyright Licence No. 169304 

Some material included in this service is copyright: ©  1989 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ, USA 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under the CCL Licence No. 

169304 

The Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish of St Giles, Pontefract 

is a charity registered in England and Wales (1135106). 


