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The Festival of  

Candlemas 
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We welcome you to this celebration of Parish Mass  

for  the Festival of Candlemas 

Today’s setting for mass is Lourdes and  

 A Kilcreggan Mass Peter Nardone (b.1965)  

People of all denominations who are in good standing with their own church 

are welcome to come and receive communion.  If you wish to receive a 

blessing, please come to the altar carrying this order of service. 

Please let clergy or a churchwarden know at the beginning of the service if 

you need a gluten-free host.  

5 minutes before the service begins, a bell will ring to signal that a period of quiet 

reflection is kept during which you may wish to use this prayer. 

 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A bell is rung to begin our worship. 

 

Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, 40 days after the 

birth of her son Jesus. This day also marks the ritual presentation of the 

baby Jesus to God in the Temple at Jerusalem. 
 

The Gospel of Luke says Jesus was met by Anna and Simeon. 
 

Simeon held the baby Jesus and called him a Light to the World. 
 

The festival is called Candlemas because this was the day that all the 

church’s candles for the year were blessed. 
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The Gathering 

Introit Hymn    (157)    

Hail to the Lord who comes, 

comes to his temple gate, 

not with his angel host, 

not in his kingly state: 

no shouts proclaim him nigh, 

no crowds his coming wait. 

But borne upon the throne 

of Mary's gentle breast, 

watched by her duteous love, 

in her fond arms at rest; 

thus to his Father's house 

he comes, the heavenly guest. 

There Joseph at her side 

in reverent wonder stands; 

and, filled with holy joy, 

old Simeon in his hands 

takes up the promised child, 

the glory of all lands. 

Hail to the great First-born, 

whose ransom-price they pay, 

the Son before all worlds, 

the child of man to-day, 

that he might ransom us 

who still in bondage lay. 

O Light of all the earth, 

thy children wait for thee: 

come to thy temples here, 

that we, from sin set free, 

before thy Father's face 

may all presented be. 
 

St Patrick (372-466); tr. Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895) 
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In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 
The Lord of glory be with you. 

The Lord bless you. 

Words of welcome or introduction may be said 

Introduction 
Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now we recall the day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he 

was offered to the Father and shown to his people.  

As a sign of his coming among us, his mother was purified, as we now come 

to him for cleansing. In their old age Simeon and Anna recognized him as 

their Lord, as we today sing of his glory. In this eucharist, we celebrate both 

the joy of his coming and his searching judgement, looking back to the day of 

his birth and forward to the coming days of his passion.  

 

Invitation to confession 
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: 

‘I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness 

but shall have the light of life.’ 

Let us therefore bring our sins into his light 

and confess them in penitence and faith.       cf John 8.12  
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Prayer of Penitence 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 

in what we have thought, 

in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We have wounded your love 

and marred your image in us. 

We are sorry and ashamed, 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. 

Amen. 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness  

draw you to himself, 

and  cleanse you from all your sins 

that you may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Lourdes) 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
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Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 

The Collect  for the feast of Candlemas 

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 

Almighty and ever-living God, 

clothed in majesty, 

whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, 

in substance of our flesh: 

grant that we may be presented to you 

with pure and clean hearts, 

by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading    Hebrews 2.14-18  
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews. 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise 

shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who 

has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by the fear of death.  

For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of 

Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every 

respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 

of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because 

he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 

being tested. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Alleluia  

Gospel Reading    Luke 2.22-40  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 

(as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be 

designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to 

what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young 

pigeons.’ 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the 

Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 

he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by 

the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
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child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took 

him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,  

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 

him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 

 ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be 

a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed - and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after 

her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 

temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that 

moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to 

all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they 

returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

Sermon 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.  
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Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  

 

A Prayer for the Benefice 

Faithful God,  

During this vacancy, fill us with vision and joy 

and keep us faithful in prayer, word and worship. 

Guard and grow our church as we serve you together. 

Help us to share responsibility, grow in faith, 

love one another, care for those in need, 

reach out to others, and welcome newcomers and visitors. 

Sustain those in interim leadership, 

and bless Ian, our next Vicar, as he prepares to join us. 

Ever-living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

may we see your kingdom come here in Pontefract, 

to the glory of your name.          

 Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
Let us worship the Saviour with joy 

and make our prayer to our heavenly Father. 

 

 After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 

           hear our prayer. 

 

Today we pray for Liam Jason Fox and his family on the occasion of his 

celebration of the sacrament of baptism.  

 

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Joe; Beryl; Marion; Richard; Brenda; Victoria; Terry; Joe & Mark; Janis Gallagher;  

Mary Sambrooks; Linda Sambrooks; Bill Bradley; Cath Godridge; Rhys 

Williams; Angela Hyomes; David Murray; Andrew Leach; Janet Hickling; Jenny 

Attwood(Priest); Margaret Kidger; Christine Campbell; Barrie Sowerby. 

 

We pray for those who have recently died:  

Jean Ganner; Owen Murray. 

 

Those whose year’s mind falls at this time 

Peter Barry Haworth Johnson; Janet Robinson; Joe Slatter; Brian Swindell; 

Alan Ackling; John Christopher Couchman. 

 

  

At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.         Amen. 

 

 

St Giles 3:16 Return. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God 

the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, 

to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

 and in the shadow of death 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.     cf Luke 1.78,79 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

and also with you. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 

Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory Hymn   (408) 
Love Divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

All thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesu, thou art all compassion, 

Pure, unbounded love thou art; 

Visit us with thy salvation, 

Enter every trembling heart. 

Come, almighty to deliver, 

Let us all thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

Never more thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

Serve thee as thy hosts above, 

Pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

Glory in thy perfect love. 
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Finish then thy new creation; 

Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in thee: 

Changed from glory into glory, 

Till in heaven we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before thee, 

Lost in wonder, love, and praise.  
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Father, in Christ there has sprung up a light for the righteous; 

accept the gifts we bring before you 

and grant that Christ may shine in us 

to the praise and glory of your name. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 

that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, 

the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name. 

for our good 

and the good of all his church. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
Please be seated. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and good, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise 

through Jesus Christ, who is one with you from all eternity. 

For on this day he appeared in the Temple 

in substance of our flesh 

to come near to us in judgement. 

He searches the hearts of all your people 

and brings to light the image of your splendour. 

Your servant Simeon acclaimed him as the light to lighten the nations 

while Anna spoke of him to all who looked for your redemption. 

Destined for the falling and rising of many, 

he was lifted high upon the cross 

and a sword of sorrow pierced his mother’s heart 

when by his sacrifice he made our peace with you. 

And now we rejoice and glorify your name 

that we, too, have seen your salvation 

and join with angels and archangels 

in their unending hymn of praise: 

Sanctus & Benedictus      
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,  

and as we follow his example and obey his command,  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit  

these gifts of bread and wine  

may be to us his body and his blood;  

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  

took bread and gave you thanks;  

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same way, after supper  

he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you;  

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many  

for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it,  

in remembrance of me.  

Therefore, heavenly Father,  

we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross;  

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  

we look for the coming of your kingdom,  

and with this bread and this cup  

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.  

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  

in the presence of your divine majesty,  

renew us by your Spirit,  

inspire us with your love  

and unite us in the body of your Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.  
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Through him, and with him, and in him,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  

we worship you, Father almighty,  

in songs of everlasting praise:  

Blessing and honour and glory and power  

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Believing the promises of God, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 
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Agnus Dei: 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

give us your peace. 

Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

The clergy and people receive communion.  
 

Organ Voluntary 
 

Choir Anthem     
When to the Temple Mary went - Johannes Eccard (1533-1611)  

 

Prayer After Communion: 
Silence is kept.  

Let us pray. 

Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, 

who lived to welcome the Messiah: 

may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, 

prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 

to bring us to eternal life; 

for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Notices are given 
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During this hymn, congregational candles are lit. 

Hymn 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you.  

Make us your own, your holy people,  

Light for the world to see. 

 

Christ, be our light!  

Shine in our hearts.  

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

Christ, be our light! … 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others,  

Shared until all are fed. 

Christ, be our light! … 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless.  

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others,  

Walls made of living stone. 

Christ, be our light! … 

Many the gifts, many the people,  

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another,  

Making your kingdom come. 

Christ, be our light! … 
Bernadette Farrell (1957 - ) 
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 Candlemas Procession 

Prayer 

Let us pray 

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 

pour into the hearts of your faithful people 

the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 

that we, who by these kindling flames 

light up this temple to your glory, 

may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 

and so be counted worthy to stand before you 

in that eternal city where you live and reign, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Nunc Dimittis    Luke 2.29-32 
While the ministers and people go in procession to the font, the  
choir sings the Nunc Dimittis  - Dyson in D. 

 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation; 

Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end.  

Amen. 
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 Final Responsory 
The president says 

Father, here we bring to an end our celebration 

of the Saviour’s birth. 

Help us, in whom he has been born, 

to live his life that has no end. 

Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 

Help us, who have received the bread of life, 

to be thankful for your gift. 

Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna. 

Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple, 

to trust in your eternal promises. 

Here we have greeted the light of the world. 

Help us, who now bear these candles 

never to forsake the light of Christ. 

Here we stand near the place of baptism. 

Help us, who are marked with the cross, 

to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 

Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 

Help us, for whom Lent is near, 

to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 

Here we bless one another in your name. 

Help us, who now go in peace, 

to shine with your light in the world. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
The clergy and people depart, candles are extinguished. 
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