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Everyday Christmas
(Mal 4:2, Mt 1:23)

Light a candle,
Look into the light,
Pray.
Light and life to all he brings,
Risen with healing in his wings
As the flame rises,
Smooth, bright,
Know the comfort of Christ
In the carol speaking
Afresh.
Bringing Jesus

Into heart and prayer.
Emmanuel, God with us.
Light of the world,
Out of the stable
Into our situations.
Because of Jesus
Christmas is everyday.
The Lord is here.
Hallelujah.

By Daphne Kitching
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‘If we are to find and feel the Eternal, we must give time and place to it in
our lives – a desperate modern need in too busy, hurried lives’

These are the words of the English writer and mystic Evelyn Underhill, and
they present a particularly sharp challenge as we enter December. Both
Church and world are never busier or more hurried than in the run up to
Christmas. Shopping to do, cards to send, plans to make, food to buy.
Maybe you’re really organised - you’ve had the Christmas cake maturing
since September – or perhaps, more like me, you could find yourself
sprinting round the shops on Christmas Eve. Maybe you’re expecting a loud
Christmas this year, or a quiet one. Whatever Christmas will hold this year,
lots of us will feel under some pressure to be ready for it.

On the surface, the world’s busy Christmas preparations seem to fit well
with the Church’s season of Advent – after all, isn’t Advent all about getting
ready, being properly prepared for the coming of Christ? But the apparent
similarity masks a basic difference, a clash in tone between our hurried
Christmas shopping and the kind of deeper spiritual readiness recognised by
the Christian tradition. Advent is in its essence a reflective, muted, even
penitential season – a note easily drowned out by our hectic December.

The readiness we seek during Advent is a readiness of our hearts to meet
Jesus, and this demands a different kind of preparation to those we might
make for a Christmas extravaganza. It involves giving time and place in our
lives for an encounter with God, for prayer and stillness, for self-
examination and reflection.

Yet, sometimes, Christians can be too idealistic about what it means to
retreat and to contemplate. We imagine that to find real holiness we would
need to withdraw to a remote mountainside, or take a vow of silence, or lock
ourselves away in a Trappist monastery. This can lead us to think that
contemplation is a preserve of a kind of spiritual elite – that is, the those
who can afford to drop everything else and retreat into a life of prayer, free
of distraction. Meanwhile, the rest of us must carry on with the mundane



2

realities of ordinary life.

Yet part of the message of Christmas is that God is born into the chaotic
busyness of human life, in bustling Bethlehem where there is no room at
the inn. “Silent Night” is a beautiful carol, but also a lie. There would
have been nothing silent about that night, as travellers crowded into the
town for the census – perhaps we might also add to the soundtrack the
traditional lowing of cattle and bleating of sheep. As important as silence
and stillness can be, God is no less present in noise and activity.

This Advent, may Christ come to you in precious moments of stillness,
and amidst the whirlwind of Christmas preparations. And as we repeat
again the old, familiar rituals of this season, may these be interrupted once
again be the ever-surprising wonder of the Christmas story.

Whether our Decembers are lively or calm, noisy or quiet, may
God grant all of us a holy and peaceful Advent Season.

Fr Sam

Come let us join ...

Fr Sam is leading an informal carol service at Stella House Care
Home on Wednesday,13th December at 2pm. If you're able to come
along and sing with us, that would be wonderful - the more the
merrier.

We’re also looking for a group of singers to sing carols at Pontefract
Hospital Reception, on Tuesday 19th December, 14:30 – 15:30.
All welcome.

If you can join in with any of these, please put your name on the sign-
up sheet in Reception, or let Fr Sam know.



Dates to remember
(All events at St Giles', unless otherwise noted.)

Details of all our Advent, Christmas and New Year
Services can be found on page 5

Friday 1st December: Organ Recital: 1pm (see p21 for details.)

Sunday 3rd December: Food collection

Monday 4th December: Mothers' Union: (see p20 for details.)

Wednesday 6th December: Advent Course: 10.30-11.15am
(see p12 for details)

Wednesday 13th December: Advent Course: 10.30-11.15am

Carol Service at Stella House
(see panel opposite)

Sunday 17th December: Messy Church at St Mary's 4.00pm

Tuesday 19th December: Carols at Pontefract Hospital
(see panel opposite)

Wednesday 20th December: Advent Course: 10.30-11.15am

Friday 5th January: Organ Recital: 1pm (see p21 for details.)
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The deadline for submissions to the February magazine is
Wednesday 17th January
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01 Patricia Jenkinson
01 Evelyn Sarah Leigh
03 Gladys Worrell
05 Charles William Chapman
06 Francis Leslie Schofield
10 Olga Kirkwood
12 Daniel R. Beddis
12 Dolly Faulkner
12 Desmond Stuart Frankland
16 Mary Dean
17 Peter Danby
17 Tom Sharp

18 Geoff Brodie
18 Brian Sanderson
21 Wallace Jeffery
23 Arthur Mercer
25 Robert Cooper
26 Stanley Firth
27 Kathleen Fearnside
27 James Leo Lemmon
27 Ann Veronica Sanderson
29 Peter Barry Haworth Johnson
29 Janet Robinson

Remembering those whose Year's Mind falls in January:-

Remembering those whose Year's Mind falls in December:-
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(We are not responsible for the spelling mistake that appears in this grid. You will have spotted it already! Ed.)
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Last month’s magazine contained an article about our wonderful Flower Fairies. This
monthwe are revealing the existence of another happy band of helpers, whomake our
lives that bit safer and more comfortable. Like the flower fairies, they are very rarely
seen in action, butwe all benefit greatly fromwhat they do.On the faceof it they appear
to be normal people, but don’t be fooled. They have many hidden talents;
(unfortunately for our finances not quite the oneswe heard about in FrMark’s sermon
last Sunday).

Who are these people? I like to think of them as the FH&S Elves. “FH&S?” you say. I’ll
leave you to work out the meaning behind the letters. I might even offer a prize for
the wittiest interpretation of the acronym, but for now their identity will remain a
secret.

What do they do? A report on their recent activities will give you some important
clues:-

Church boiler and heating system.
We have had a water leak on the system in the loft. It became apparent when it

appeared on the first floor but fortunately it coincided with the annual service of the

gas boilers and our engineer was able to replace the defective part (low pressure

header box). We are still awaiting the invoice.

Solar Project
Progress is slow but hopefully by the time of the PCC meeting we should have

progressed to having a viable set of plans and estimate of costs, which will then allow

us to push forward to applying for planning permission with the local authority and

also faculty permission with the DAC. Because we haven’t had the plans, we have not

been able to progress with funding applications. Hopefully we will be able to make

progress now.

LED Conversion.
We are now working in the rental rooms and whilst we have done the majority of the

rooms, St Oswald is still outstanding. This is due mainly to the fact that the room is

very busy with rentals. It is hoped that we will be able to access the room for a full

day at some point in the near future.

Quinquennial Inspection.
Completed but still awaiting the report and invoice.

Five-year electrical inspection.
Completed and awaiting invoice.

We are often told how much the weekly upkeep our lovely church costs. How much
higher would that figure be without the efforts of our industrious and dedicated elves?
We have so much to be thankful for.



HI! RAZZIE HERE!
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Wishin' yew a Nappy

Crisp Mouse an an

Appy Nooyeer
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Christmas Reflections

I like to have the radio on whilst I knit or read,

The music dispels loneliness, of the lyrics I pay no heed.

Come Christmas time, come Christmas songs, with

words I know so well:

Mistletoe, reindeer, a pear tree, snow and many a jingle

bell.

But hearing one song, I shed a silent tear, ’tis true:

The oft repeated, ‘All I want for Christmas is you.’

I hate that song, it tells just how I feel;

I love that song, the feelings are so real.

So, if you’re missing loved ones at this festive time of

year,

Remember all the joyous times, wipe away that tear.

Rejoice in happy memories with both family and friend,

May you all find Christmas Peace that will never end.

Joyce Bellamy



12



13

The Tower, the Bells and the Ringers

Every Sunday morning, before the
congregation begins to arrive, the bell ringers
at St Giles’ climb the stone steps up to the
tower. We are only a small part of the 38,000
ringers who do so every Sunday in the United
Kingdom. We welcome you all to church and
remind everyone that the church is at the heart
of the community.

Each ringer has devoted over 100 hours to
master the basics of bell handling and ringing,
plus regular practice nights to maintain and
enhance their skills. Church bell ringing has
existed since at least the 16th century. It is
unlike other types of music. We have no
musical score, but ring frommemory. Each bell
takes a path across thousands of different
changes and is conducted using a language
which has evolved since the 16th century.
Ringing is a fusion of physical skill, music,
history and mathematics. It is a team-based,
absorbing, rewarding and immersive activity.
We all come from a diverse range of
backgrounds which span the age spectrum.

At StGiles’ we have one of the best rings of ten
bells in the country. We ring up to ten bells
most Sunday mornings, led by the tower
captain.We are fortunate that the ‘Ring for the
King’ scheme brought forward several new
ringers, who have increased and enhanced the
team in so many different ways, and we are
lucky at St Giles’ that we have our in in-house
accredited tutor, who enables the team to
advance through the skill levels of the
Association of Ringing Teachers.

We now have a vibrant team of ringers and
should anyone wish to visit the tower you will
receive a warm welcome and be met by the
team, dressed in the new uniform green polo
tops, complete with the St Giles’ logo.

Karen Glynn
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The Archbishop of Canterbury was recently
joined by Muslim and Jewish leaders at
Lambeth Palace to condemn the sharp rise in
antisemitic incidents since the start of the war in
Israel and Hamas. They called for unity between
British faith communities, against the backdrop
of the war.

Archbishop Justin Welby, Sheikh Ibrahim Mogra
and Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg stood together
outside Lambeth Palace and delivered
statements calling for solidarity and unity
between communities in the UK, and rejecting
any form of hatred or discrimination.

Sheikh Ibrahim Mogra is a scholar and imam
from Leicester, and a former Assistant
Secretary-General of the Muslim Council of
Britain. Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg is the Senior
Rabbi of Masorti Judaism UK, and Rabbi of the
New North London Synagogue.
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We’re at that time of year again! But is Christmas just about the shopping,
tree or presents? At its heart, Christmas is all about a God who has showed
uponearth. TheCreator of theuniverse,whosehands flungstars into space,
cared enough to come to earth as a tiny baby. ‘TheWord became flesh and
made His dwelling among us.’ (John 1:14)

Every yearwesing carols and retell the samestory of the donkey, innkeeper,
stable, angels, shepherds, star, wise men, gifts and Mary and Joseph with
baby! Why do we do all this? It’s to remind us that God deals with the mess
of our world by sending His Son to die in our place. This makes it possible
for us to have a relationship with Himself:

When the time came, He “did not consider equality with God something to
be used toHis ownadvantage; rather, hemadehimself nothing by taking the
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death
– even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:6-8)

Reflecting on Jesus in themanger is a great place to start understanding the
heart of the Christmas message. However, it’s so much more than simply a
cute baby lying in the bed of straw:

If our greatest need had been information, Godwould have sent us an educator;

If our greatest need had been technology, Godwould have sent us a scientist;

If our greatest need had beenmoney, Godwould have sent us an economist;

If our greatest need had been pleasure, Godwould have sent us an entertainer;

But our greatest need was forgiveness, soGod sent us a Saviour.
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Nativity Quiz in 20 Questions

1. Where did Mary and Joseph live before Jesus was born?
a) Nazareth b) Bethlehem c) Jerusalem

2. What was the name of the angel who told Mary she would
have a child?

3. What did Joseph do for a living?
4. Who was the Roman ruler when Jesus was born?
5. Why did Mary and Joseph go to Bethlehem?
6. How did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem?
7. Why couldn’t Mary and Joseph find a place to stay?
8. Where does the Bible say Jesus was born?

a) In a stable b) In hay c) In a manger
9. According to the Bible, which animals were specifically
mentioned as being present in the stable when Jesus
was born?

a) sheep and a donkey b) cattle and a donkey c)
donkey, sheep and cattle d) None

10. What does the angel say to the shepherds when they tell
them to go to Bethlehem?

11. The wise men travelled …… to Jerusalem. a) northward b)
southward c) eastward d) westward

12. What did the Wise Men follow to find Jesus?
13. How many Wise Men visited baby Jesus?
14. What gifts did the wise men bring for Jesus?
15. Who spread the news about baby Jesus throughout

Bethlehem?
16. What is the City of David also known as in the Bible?
17. Which of the gospels tell the story of the Nativity?
18. What does Jesus’ other name, “Immanuel”, mean? a) God

with us b) Son of God c) He who is God d) Chosen One
19. How many days after the birth of Christ did Joseph and Mary

give him the name Jesus?
20. Jesus was born on the 25th of December. True or false?

Answers on opposite page.
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Monday 4th December

We meet in Church at 12
noon for our ADVENT

SERVICE.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH WILL
FOLLOW AT 1pm
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Weekly organ concerts are advertised at www.organrecitals.com 

  
 
 
 

Organ Recitals 2023-2024 
Fridays at 1.00pm  

(unless otherwise stated) 
 

Come and join us on the following dates: 
 
 

December 1st  Sean Montgomery 
January 5th   To be announced 
February 2nd  John Dunford 
March 1st   Phil Higgins 
April 5th    Tim Harper 
May 3rd    Ivan Linford 
June 7th    Scott Senogles 
July 5th    Thomas Moore 

 
Friday Admission £5 per recital 

 (includes tea/coffee served from 12.30pm before the recital) 
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The last date for items for March's magazine is

Sunday 20th February 2022

April's magazine.

Artwork by Deborah Noble
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Food

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/

Jill Clapham Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) Tel: 07740869346
Tony Williams Pastoral Minister Tel: 07919412797

Marjorie Laidlaw 795748

07999 807344

07999 807344

Tiddlywinks
Barbara Lavine 07780 358306

07485 546035

This month’s cover photographs were taken in the beautiful Polish city of Kraków. The nativity
scene, carved from rock salt by the sculptor Mieczysław Kluzek, is in St Kinga’s chapel, 101 metres
below ground in the Wieliczka salt mine. On the back cover Saint Mary’s Basilica watches over the
Christmas market in the city’s main square.

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/


BGD2023

“While I was Canon for
Reconciliation at Coventry
Cathedral, I presented these crosses
in places like Bujumbura in
Burundi... To this day that cross
remains within the sound of gunfire.
This symbol is not one of ivory tower
isolation: it speaks into the very
heart of the wars, torture and terror
that so fill our world.”

Archbishop Justin Welby, 2016

A Cross of Nails, taken from the ruins
of Coventry cathedral, given as a
symbol of reconciliation to the bomb-
damaged, now partially restored,
Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church in
Berlin.



BGD


