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The front cover of the Benefice Brochure. See p2 for the latest news.
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It’s October, and we’re in the midst of autumn. Autumn is a time of
transition, moving from the vibrancy of summer to the crisp cold of winter.
We are in the ‘in-between’. There is beauty in the in-between, the deep
yellows and reds of autumn leaves. Autumn is also the time of Harvest, when
we gather up all that has been planted and grown throughout the year. So the
‘in-between’, the transition from one season to the next, is a time of both
beauty and abundance.

Our Parish also finds itself in the midst of a time of transition, in the
interregnum between vicars. There are undoubtedly challenges for many of
us, as we acclimatise to a new season. I personally want to thank every
member of our church that has stepped up so generously to support me and
the rest of the ministry team during this time, and all who have given their
time and energy to make sure our Parish continues to thrive. Your faith and
dedication are an inspiration.

As autumn shows us, this ‘in-between’ can also be a time of Harvest, where
we gather and celebrate all that has been planted and grown during the years
Canon June spent with us. The process of advertising the role has meant the
creation of a ‘Benefice Brochure’ (excellently produced by Bruce, Karen, Jill
and teams from the other churches), which showcases all that we do as a
Parish. As I read that Brochure, I am struck by just how much it contains, by
all the many wonderful aspects of our life together. We have beautiful music
and worship, we serve the poorest in our community, we have a place in the
heart of our town, and we support one another in friendship. In the midst of
keeping everything going, seeking to grow and develop, and looking to the
future, we ought also to take opportunities simply to celebrate how good
God has been. Harvest is a perfect time for this, when we give thanks for
God’s generosity, for every blessing we have been given.

Have a wonderful autumn. I hope you have a chance to get out and see the
trees in technicolour, or to feel the crunch of leaves underfoot. Or perhaps
you might enjoy some cosy nights in, sheltering from the drizzle with a bowl
of pumpkin soup. However you spend this season, may you be assured each
day of God’s generous love, which remains constant and unchanging through
every change and transition.

God bless you,

Sam
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Interregnum update

To keep you up-to-date with happenings with regard to the
Interregnum.

On Monday 11th September the members of our PCC and
those from All Saints’, St Michael’s, Carleton and St Stephen’s,
East Hardwick met in St Giles’ with Bishop Tony, who has
assumed Archdeacon Peter Townley’s duties since his
retirement from the post.

The purpose of the meeting was to inform us of what was we
needed to do with regard to preparing the ground for the
appointment of a new Vicar of Pontefract. (You will recall that
St Giles and St Mary’s is currently in a benefice with All Saints’;
the new Vicar of Pontefract will be Priest-in-Charge of St
Michael’s and St Stephen’s.)

Firstly, as we already knew from Archdeacon Peter, each parish
was to prepare information to advertise themselves to
prospective candidates; this all to be incorporated into one
Benefice Brochure, to be ready for 1st October. This brochure
is now complete and has been sent to the Bishop for
publication.

Secondly, each PCC was to appoint two members to carry out
the following duties: one to show prospective candidates round
the town and surrounding area prior to their interview and the
other to sit on the interview panel. At a short meeting on
Sunday 1st October, St Giles’ PCC approved the brochure for
publication and appointed Peter Lavine to act as guide and Jill
Clapham to be part of the interview panel.

There is no indication yet of how long the whole process is
likely to take, although it is hoped to have someone in post by
Easter.



Dates to remember
(All events at St Giles', unless otherwise noted.)

Sunday 1st October: Choral Evensong: 4.00pm

Monday 2nd October: Mothers' Union: (see p16 for details.)

Friday 6th October: Organ Recital: 1pm (see p9 for details.)

Sunday 8th October: Pet Service at All Saints': 3pm
(see p20 for details.)

Sunday 15th October: Messy Church at St Mary's 4.00pm

Tuesday 17th October: Striking Out: Stephen Cottrell
Poems and Stories from the Camino.

(see p15 for details.)

Friday 3rd November: Organ Recital: 1pm (see p9 for details.)

Sunday 5th November: Special All Souls' Day Service: 4pm
(see p15 for details.)

Saturday 11th November: Remembrance Day Concert: 7pm
Thursday 16th November: Race Night (see p11 for details.)

Wednesday 22nd November: Mothers'Union Bottle Stall
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The deadline for submissions to the November magazine is
Sunday 22nd October
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The steep rise in food prices meant that this
year’s Summer Holiday Food Share was
particularly busy with 44 families taking part
over 4 weeks in August. Our premises at No 6
The Circle Chequerfield were close to
overflowing as we went through the sequence
of accumulating, apportioning, and packing food
parcels week by week. We were really grateful
to Pontefract Foodbank for the use of their
metal container which provided additional

temporary storage for advance purchases until needed at the shop.

We were unable to acquire the large amounts of food required through small-scale
purchases owing to the limited shelved stocks at supermarkets. So thanks must be
given to Aldi supermarket managers and staff who were so helpful and enabled us to
make special bulk orders of food. Chris, Adam and everyone at Aldi – thank you!

None of this would have happened without the support given by Church members:
food donations, financial support, carrier bags and small containers. Particularly
impressive was the instantaneous gelling of teamwork support when we needed to
move huge quantities of food from Aldi car park into storage at nil notice – many of
the drivers then turning up to undertake the distribution of the food parcels each
Thursday.

Meanwhile, the Pantry Club continued week by week with a membership of 29
families in the Chequerfield-Cobbler’s axis. As during the rest of the year, this is
again supported by a rota of drivers doing the Friday deliveries of bakery goods,
fresh fruit and vegetables, including fresh produce from a local allotment holder.

We are delighted to report that a Wakefield District Housing member of staff who
supports households in financial difficulty has nominated Food Share for the “Love
Where You Live Community Groups” award. We accept the nomination on behalf
of all at St Giles' who have supported No 6 and enabled the Project to keep going in
these tough times.

As ever, we are grateful for all ongoing support, and the monthly food collections at
St Giles’ make an important contribution to our stocks. We aim to provide basic
staple foods that provide some of the essentials for a weekend’s meals for each
family. A reminder of our needs is provided opposite.

Paul and Ann Harris

This item was inadvertently omitted from the September magazine. Apologies to Paul and Ann. Ed.

St Giles Food Share August Update
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10th October: Thomas Traherne – lover of nature

Thomas Traherne (1636 – 1674) is a good saint
for anyone who loves our planet, and who
wants to preserve Creation. This 17th century
poet and clergyman wrote extensively about his
love for nature, seeing in it a reflection of the
glory of God.

Traherne was not of a literary family, for his father was either a shoemaker or
innkeeper in Hereford. But Traherne did well at the Hereford Cathedral
School and went on to Brasenose College Oxford. From there he became
rector of Credenhill near Hereford in 1657, and ten years later was appointed
to be the private chaplain to Sir Orlando Bridgement, the Lord Keeper of the
Great Seal to King Charles ll, who lived at Teddington.
Throughout his years at Credenhill and then Teddington, Traherne led a simple
and devout life, and his friendliness drew people to him. He was described as
“one of the most pious ingenious men that ever I was acquainted with”, and
being of “cheerful and sprightly Temper”, ready to do “all good Offices to his
Friends, and Charitable to the Poor almost beyond his ability”. Aside from his
beloved books, he seems to have possessed very little.
Instead, he poured his energy into his writings, which had an intense, mystical,
metaphysical spirituality. His poems and prose frequently mention the glory of
Creation, and his intimate relationship with God, for whom he had an ardent,
childlike love. Traherne has been compared to later poets such as William
Blake, Walt Whitman and Gerard Manley Hopkins, and his love for nature has
been seen as very similar to the Romantic movement, though he lived two
centuries earlier.
He is best known for his Centuries of Meditations, which has been described as
“one of the finest prose-poems in our language.” Lost for many years, and then
finally first published in 1908, it was a favourite of the Trappist monk Thomas
Merton, the Christian humanist Dorothy Sayers, and the writer C.S. Lewis,
among others. C.S. Lewis considered Centuries of Meditations “almost the
most beautiful book in English.
Traherne died in 1674, and is buried in St Mary’s Teddington, under the
church’s reading desk. Today he is counted as one of the leading 17th-century
devotional poets.
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PONTEFRACT PARISH’S PURSUIT of a PERFECT PRIEST

We need to find the perfect priest to take the helm at St Giles’:

Someone devout and caring, yet full of humour and smiles;
Someone who feels certain they will enjoy this most taxing job,
Maybe a down-to-earth Christian like our much-loved Father Bob.
Who can convince us of our value in the sight of God?
No-one better at that than our own Father Rod.
We need thought-provoking sermons like those of Sam and Jill;
Father Rowland’s wisdom as he told us of God’s will.
I need to feel God’s blessing, as of June’s caring touch.

Our priest needs all these qualities … am I asking too much?

Anonymous? Bet you can't guess!

BRIC-À-BRAC

The range of items available for sale on the Bric-à-Brac stall is now very
limited.

Some of the items even the charity shops aren't interested in.

Please have a sort out and see if there's anything you could bring in to add to
the selection. If you don't want it the Bric-à-Brac stall does!

It's all in aid of Saint Giles' !!!!



02 Roy Malcolm Howarth

02 Anthony Smalley

03 Eric Clarke

03 Tom Hopwood

03 Stanley Whitcombe (Priest)

05 Lewis James Swann

07 Elsie Ledger

07 Janet Taylor

08 Brian Flanagan

08 Gary Tonks

09 David Green

09 Harold Vine

12 Doris Davis

16 Constance Hester

17 Jonathan Marcus Worsley

19 John Henry Laidlaw

20 Gladys Coverdale

20 Lilian Sanderson

21 Frank Mangnall

21 Frank Edward Whitaker

23 Winifred Mary Hodson

25 May Wright

27 Jabez Brooks

28 Derek Davison

30 Clara Walker

31 Roy Jordan
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Remembering those whose Year's Mind falls in October:-
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We wented to Wales too, but ver
wozn't eny wot I cud see!

HI! RAZZIE HERE!

Ize bin 'splorin' wiv my hoomum &
dad.

We wented to Scottyland. We woz on
Sky, but I woz on the grownd.
(Dont get it a tall).

We climed lotz of mountings but
never once met Ben.

.
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(A 'tazza', pronounced 'tatza' sounds a bit posh; it's just Italian for cup. Ed.)
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Sunday 22nd October.
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Someone out there must be very good at Scrabble!
Presbyterian – Best in prayer
Astronomer – Moon starer
Desperation – A rope ends it
The eyes – They see
The Morse Code – Here come dots
Dormitory – Dirty room
Slot machines – Cash lost in me
Animosity – Is no amity
Election results – Lies; let’s recount
Snooze alarms – Alas! No more Z’s
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We meet on in Church on Monday 2nd October at 1.30pm.

Our speaker is Audrey from The Salvation Army.
Everyone is always welcome. Refreshments to follow.

Yes, I know it's too late now to advertise the meeting, but it's not too late
for:-

We have started collecting
bottles for our bottle stall

on 22nd November.
Thank you!
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Ize goin'! I wented las yeer!
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https://pathways.churchofengland.org/job/pathways/4693/school-buildings-support-officer

https://pathways.churchofengland.org/job/pathways/4693/school-buildings-support-officer
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The last date for items for March's magazine is

Sunday 20th February 2022

April's magazine.

Artwork by Deborah Noble
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Food

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/

Jill Clapham Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) Tel: 07740869346
Tony Williams Pastoral Minister Tel: 07919412797

Marjorie Laidlaw 795748

07999 807344

07999 807344

Tiddlywinks
Barbara Lavine 07780 358306

This month's cover photos were taken one bright October morning in Clumber Park (NT), a lovely
place to be at all times of year. The fox was as surprised as I was. He/she was on the path coming from
the caravan site, so I presume it had been scavenging. It froze just long enough for me to get the photo.

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/


BGD2023

The Noah’s Ark was made by Gary Barnes, complete with the rainbow
made by Messy Church. The wheatsheaf bread was made by Delia Perrett.

All harvest donations will be given to St Giles' Food Share, No.6 for
distribution to the community.

HARVEST AT ST MARY'S

With thanks to Christine Benham.



BGD


