
  

 The Parish Church of St Giles  

with St Mary’s, Pontefract 

The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity  

Harvest Thanksgiving 
1st October 2023, 10.15 a.m. 

He who supplies  
seed to the sower  
and bread for food 

will supply and 
multiply your seed 

for sowing 
and increase the 
harvest of your 
righteousness.  

2 Corinthians 9.10 
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We welcome you to this celebration of Parish Mass  

for  the Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

The setting for today’s Mass is  Addington - Richard Shephard (1949-2021) 

People of all denominations who are in good standing with their own church are 

welcome to come and receive communion.  If you wish to receive a blessing, 

please come to the altar carrying this order of service. 

Please let clergy or a churchwarden know at the beginning of the service if you 

need a gluten-free host.  

5 minutes before the service begins, a bell will ring to signal that a period of quiet 

reflection is kept during which you may wish to use this prayer. 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A bell is rung to begin our worship. 

 

Parish Giving 

It costs us at least £2,000 per week to carry out our ministry, mission and 

basic maintenance of this lovely building. One off cash donations can be 

made in the box in reception just by the 

entrance door into church. Contactless 

payments can be made using our free-standing 

contactless giving machine located in church. It is 

also possible to donate using our QR code 

which links to a safe and secure ‘Give a little’ 

payment portal which is compliant with 

GDPR,PCI & PCI-DSS. 

1. Open your phone camera 2. Scan the QR 

code 3. Click the link displayed 4. Donate 
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Hymn   (259)  
Come, ye thankful people, come, 

raise the song of harvest-home! 

All be safely gathered in, 

ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our Maker, doth provide 

for our wants to be supplied; 

come to God’s own temple, come; 

raise the song of harvest-home! 

All the world is God’s own field, 

fruit unto His praise to yield; 

wheat and tares together sown, 

unto joy or sorrow grown; 

first the blade and then the ear, 

then the full corn shall appear: 

grant, O harvest Lord, that we 

wholesome grain and pure may be. 

For the Lord our God shall come, 

and shall take His harvest home; 

from His field shall purge away 

all that doth offend, that day; 

give His angels charge at last 

in the fire the tares to cast, 

but the fruitful ears to store 

in His garner evermore. 

Then, thou Church triumphant, come, 

raise the song of harvest-home; 

all be safely gathered in, 

free from sorrow, free from sin, 

there for ever purified 

in God’s garner to abide: 

come, ten thousand angels, come, 

raise the glorious harvest-home!     
Henry Alford  

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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The Greeting 
The president greets the people  

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Invitation to confession 
Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, 

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world. 

Prayer of Penitence 
God our Father, we are sorry for the times  

when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully. 

Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 

but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied,  

but ignore the cry of the hungry. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, 

as if there were no God and no heaven. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

The president says  

May God, who loved the world so much  

that he sent his Son to be our saviour,  

forgive you your sins 

And make you holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect  for Harvest Thanksgiving  

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 

Eternal God, 

you crown the year with your goodness 

and you give us the fruits of the earth in their season: 

grant that we may use them to your glory, 

for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading    Philippians 2.1~13 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians. 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be 

of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one 

mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 

others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that 

was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

    he humbled himself 

    and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

    every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 

presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 

both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Alleluia 

 

Gospel Reading    Matthew 21.23~32   
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you 

doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will 

also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 

by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from 

heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we 

say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But 

if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as 

a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, 

‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, 

go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he 

changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; 

and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will 

of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 

you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 

believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even 

after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting.    

Amen.  
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A Prayer for the Benefice 

 

Faithful God,  

During this vacancy, fill us with vision and joy 

and keep us faithful in prayer, word and worship. 

Guard and grow our church as we serve you together. 

Help us to share responsibility, grow in faith, 

love one another, care for those in need, 

reach out to others, and welcome newcomers and visitors. 

Sustain those in interim leadership; give wisdom 

to those involved in the process of appointing  

our new Vicar, and prepare the heart of the right person. 

Ever-living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

may we see your kingdom come here in Pontefract, 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
 

Let us pray to God the almighty, the King of creation. 

 

After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 

              hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Brenda; Richard; Catriona; Bob;  Mark & Joe; Janet Hickling; Linda Mumford; 

Richard Fletcher; Janis Gallagher; Mary Sambrooks; Linda Sambrooks; David 

Murray; Owen Murray; Ellen Adamosky; Margaret Kidger; Rhys Williams; 

Angela Hyomes; Pat Steele; Christine Campbell; Sally Brown; Oliver Harrop; 

Flora Brook; Ann Walker; Pam Newbert; Barry Sowerby. 

  

We pray for those who have recently died:  

Nora Moore. 

 

Those whose year’s mind falls at this time 

Roy Malcolm Howarth; Anthony Smalley; Eric Clarke; Tom Hopwood; Stanley 

Whitcombe (Priest); Lewis James Swann; Elsie Ledger; Janet Taylor. 

 

. 

 

 At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

St Giles 3:16 Return. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
cf Galatians 5.22,23 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory Hymn    (261)  
To thee, O Lord, our hearts we raise 

In hymns of adoration, 

To thee bring sacrifice of praise 

With shouts of exultation. 

Bright robes of gold the fields adorn, 

The hills with joy are ringing, 

The valleys stand so thick with corn 

That even they are singing. 

And now, on this our festal day, 

Thy bounteous hand confessing, 

Upon thine altar, Lord, we lay 

The first-fruits of thy blessing. 

By thee the souls of men are fed 

With gifts of grace supernal; 

Thou, who dost give us daily bread, 

Give us the bread eternal. 

We bear the burden of the day, 

And often toil seems dreary; 

But labour ends with sunset ray, 

And rest is for the weary. 
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May we, the angel-reaping o’er, 

Stand at the last accepted, 

Christ’s golden sheaves, for evermore 

To garners bright elected. 

O blessèd is that land of God, 

Where saints abide for ever; 

Where golden fields spread fair and broad, 

Where flows the crystal river: 

The strains of all its holy throng 

With ours to-day are blending; 

Thrice blessèd is that harvest-song 

Which never hath an ending. 
W. Chatterton Dix (1837-98) 

  

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; 

you bring forth bread from the earth. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation; 

you create the fruit of the vine. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 

that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, 

the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good 

and the good of all his church. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray. 

The Lord is here 

   His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and good 

to give you thanks and praise, 

almighty God and Father, 

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

Through him you have created us in your own image, 

and made us stewards of your good creation. 

Through him you teach us to exult in the birds of the air, 

the lilies of the field, the precious and life-giving crops of the earth. 

Through him you free us from the slavery of sin, 

giving him to die upon the cross 

and to rise again for our salvation. 

Through him, you begin your work of new creation, 

as we look for a new heaven and a new earth 

in which your righteousness dwells. 

Therefore, we join with angels and archangels, 

and give voice to every creature under heaven, 

for ever praising you and singing: 

Sanctus & Benedictus 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

  

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of the Blessed Mary, Giles and all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever.   Amen. 

                   

The Lord’s Prayer 
With thankful hearts, let us pray to God our Father in the words our Saviour 

taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
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Agnus Dei 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us your peace. 

Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

The clergy and people receive communion.  

 

Organ Voluntary 

Hymn (260) 
  

Fair waved the golden corn 

In Canaan’s pleasant land, 

When full of joy, some shining morn, 

Went forth the reaper-band. 

To God, so good and great, 

Their cheerful thanks they pour; 

Then carry to his temple-gate 

The choicest of their store. 

Like Israel, Lord, we give 

Our earliest fruits to thee, 

And pray that, long as we shall live, 

We may thy children  be. 
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Thine is our youthful prime, 

And life and all its powers; 

Be with us in our morning time, 

And bless our evening hours. 

In wisdom let us grow, 

As years and strength are given, 

That we may serve thy church below, 

And join thy saints in heaven. 
John Hampden Gurney  

 Choir Anthem   
Thou visitest the earth - Maurice Greene (1696-1759) 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Let us pray. 

Lord of the harvest, 

with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in creation 

and have shared in the bread and wine of the kingdom: 

by your grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us 

and make us generous and wise stewards 

of the good things we enjoy; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

Notices are given. 

 

Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting. 

Gather the fruit for eternal life.            cf John 4.35,36 

Alleluia. 
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The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

God the Father, who created the world, 

give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation. 

Amen. 

God the Son, who redeemed the world, 

inspire you to go out as labourers into his harvest. 

Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation, 

help you to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. 

Amen. 

and the blessing … 

Amen. 
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Hymn     (262)  
We plough the fields, and scatter 

the good seed on the land, 

but it is fed and watered 

by God’s almighty hand: 

He sends the snow in winter, 

the warmth to swell the grain, 

the breezes, and the sunshine, 

and soft, refreshing rain. 

 All good gifts around us 

 are sent from heaven above; 

 then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 

 for all His love. 

He only is the maker 

of all things near and far; 

He paints the wayside flower, 

He lights the evening star; 

the winds and waves obey Him, 

by Him the birds are fed; 

much more to us, His children, 

He gives our daily bread. 

 All good gifts... 

We thank Thee then, O Father, 

for all things bright and good, 

the seed-time and the harvest, 

our life, our health, our food. 

No gifts have we to offer 

for all Thy love imparts, 

but, that which Thou desirest, 

our humble, thankful hearts. 

 All good gifts…        
     Matthias Claudius  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

The clergy and people depart. 

Organ Voluntary 
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