
  

 The Parish Church of St Giles  

with St Mary’s, Pontefract 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

17th September 2023, 10.15 a.m. 



2 

 

We welcome you to this celebration of Parish Mass  

for  the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 
 

The setting for today’s Mass is  Sumsion in F  

People of all denominations who are in good standing with their own church are 

welcome to come and receive communion.  If you wish to receive a blessing, 

please come to the altar carrying this order of service. 

Please let clergy or a churchwarden know at the beginning of the service if you 

need a gluten-free host.  

5 minutes before the service begins, a bell will ring to signal that a period of quiet 

reflection is kept during which you may wish to use this prayer. 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A bell is rung to begin our worship. 

 

Parish Giving 

It costs us at least £2,000 per week to carry out our ministry, mission and 

basic maintenance of this lovely building. One off cash donations can be 

made in the box in reception just by the 

entrance door into church. Contactless 

payments can be made using our free-standing 

contactless giving machine located in church. It is 

also possible to donate using our QR code 

which links to a safe and secure ‘Give a little’ 

payment portal which is compliant with 

GDPR,PCI & PCI-DSS. 

1. Open your phone camera 2. Scan the QR 

code 3. Click the link displayed 4. Donate 
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The Gathering 

Hymn     (424)  

O Love divine, how sweet Thou art! 

When shall I find my longing heart 

all taken up by Thee? 

I thirst, I faint and die to prove 

the greatness of redeeming love, 

the love of Christ to me. 

Stronger His love than death or hell; 

its riches are unsearchable; 

the first-born sons of light 

desire in vain its depth to see; 

they cannot reach the mystery, 

the length, and breadth, and height. 

God only knows the love of God; 

O that it now were shed abroad 

in this poor stony heart! 

For love I sigh, for love I pine; 

this only portion, Lord, be mine, 

be mine this better part. 

For ever would I take my seat 

with Mary at the Master’s feet: 

be this my happy choice; 

my only care, delight, and bliss, 

my joy, my heaven on earth, be this, 

to hear the Bridegroom’s voice. 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 
 

Words of introduction and welcome may be said. 

Charles Wesley, 1707-88 
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Invitation to confession 
St Paul says 

‘Be imitators of God; 

love as Christ loved; 

do not grieve the Holy Spirit; 

put away all anger and bitterness, 

all slander and malice.’ 

So let us confess our sins to God, 

who forgives us in Christ. 
cf Ephesians 4.30 – 5.1 

Prayer of Penitence 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 

The president says 

May almighty God, 

who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 

bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

The Collect  for the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity  
Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit 

 upon your Church in the burning fire of your love: 

grant that your people may be fervent 

 in the fellowship of the gospel 

that, always abiding in you, 

they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 
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The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading    Romans 14: 1-12 
A reading from the Pauls’ letter to the Romans. 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling 

over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those 

who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has 

welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It 

is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for 

the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 

be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the 

day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of 

the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in 

honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we 

live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live 

or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived 

again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement 

seat of God. For it is written, 

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

    and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Alleluia 
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Gospel Reading    Matthew  18: 21-35  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to 

him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one 

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not 

pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and 

all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees 

before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of 

his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 

throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; 

then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When 

his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 

they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 

summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt 

because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow

-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be 

tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also 

do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 

your heart.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

Sermon 
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The Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.  
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A Prayer for the Benefice 

 

Faithful God,  

During this vacancy, fill us with vision and joy 

and keep us faithful in prayer, word and worship. 

Guard and grow our church as we serve you together. 

Help us to share responsibility, grow in faith, 

love one another, care for those in need, 

reach out to others, and welcome newcomers and visitors. 

Sustain those in interim leadership; give wisdom 

to those involved in the process of appointing  

our new Vicar, and prepare the heart of the right person. 

Ever-living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

may we see your kingdom come here in Pontefract, 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Pray in the Spirit at all 

times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and always 

persevere in supplication for all the saints. 
Ephesians 6.10, 18 

Let us pray to almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for mercy and grace. 

 

After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 

     hear our prayer. 

 

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Brenda; Richard; Catriona; Bob; Mark & Joe; Janet Hickling; Linda Mumford; 

Richard Fletcher; Janis Gallagher; Mary Sambrooks; Linda Sambrooks; David 

Murray; Owen Murray; Ellen Adamosky; Margaret Kidger; Rhys Williams; 

Angela Hyomes; Pat Steele; Christine Campbell; Sally Brown; Oliver Harrop; 

Flora Brook; Ann Walker; Pam Newbert; Barry Sowerby. 

  

We pray for those who have recently died:  

Kebir Berry; Nora Moore. 

 

Those whose year’s mind falls at this time 

Jonathan  Andrew Leigh; Gwendoline Whitcombe; Sydney Kaye. 

. 

 

 At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

St Giles 3:16 Return. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
God is love 

and those who live in love live in God 

and God lives in them. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 

Preparation of the Altar 

 

Offertory Hymn    (137)   

Come down, O Love divine, 

seek Thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with Thine own ardour glowing. 

O Comforter, draw near, 

within my heart appear, 

and kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 

O let it freely burn, 

till earthly passions turn 

to dust and ashes, in its heat consuming; 

and let Thy glorious light 

shine ever on my sight, 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

Let holy charity 

mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become mine inner clothing; 
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true lowliness of heart, 

which takes the humbler part, 

and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

And so the yearning strong, 

with which the soul will long, 

shall far outpass the power of human telling; 

for none can guess its grace, 

till he become the place 

wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling. 

 
Italian, Santo Bianco da Siena (d. 1434); tr. Richard Frederick  Littledale (1833-1890) 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 

draw us from hatred to love; 

make the frailty of our praise 

a dwelling place for your glory. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 

through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 

which earth has given and human hands have made. 

It will become for us the bread of life. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good and the good of all his church. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, 

it is our duty and our joy, 

at all times and in all places 

to give you thanks and praise, 

holy Father, heavenly King, 

almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 

For he is your living Word; 

through him you have created all things from the beginning, 

and formed us in your own image. 
 

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 

giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; 

you raised him from the dead 

and exalted him to your right hand on high. 
 

Through him you have sent upon us 

your holy and life-giving Spirit, 

and made us a people for your own possession. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and singing 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  

heaven and earth are full of thy glory:  

Glory be to thee, O Lord most High.  

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Through him, and with him, and in him,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Jesus taught us to call God our Father,  so in faith and trust we pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Agnus Dei    
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

Draw near with faith.  

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ  

which he gave for you,  

and his blood which he shed for you.  

Eat and drink  

in remembrance that he died for you,  

and feed on him in your hearts  

by faith with thanksgiving.  

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

The clergy and people receive communion.  

 

Organ Voluntary
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Hymn         
When, rising from the bed of death, 

O’erwhelmed with guilt and fear, 

I view my Maker face to face, 

O how shall I appear? 

If yet, while pardon may be found, 

And mercy may be sought, 

My heart with inward horror shrinks, 

And trembles at the thought; 

 

When thou, O Lord, shalt stand disclosed 

In majesty severe, 

And sit in judgement on my soul, 

O how shall I appear? 

But thou hast told the troubled mind 

Who does her sins lament, 

The timely tribute of her tears, 

Shall endless woe prevent. 

 

Then see the sorrow of my heart, 

Ere yet it be too late; 

And hear my Saviour’s dying groans, 

To give those sorrows weight. 

For never shall my soul despair 

Her pardon to procure, 

Who knows thine only Son has died 

To make her pardon sure. 
Joseph Addison (1672 – 1719) 

Choir Anthem     View me, Lord - Richard Lloyd (1933-2021) 
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Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Let us pray. 

Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; 

and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, 

keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, 

and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Notices are given. 

 

The Blessing  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

May God himself, the God of peace, 

make you perfect and holy, 

and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body, 

for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

and the blessing … 
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Hymn     (393)  

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

o’er the world’s tempestuous sea; 

guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us, 

for we have no help but Thee; 

yet possessing every blessing 

if our God our Father be. 

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o’er us, 

all our weakness Thou dost know; 

Thou didst tread this earth before us, 

Thou didst feel its keenest woe; 

self denying, death defying, 

Thou to Calvary didst go.  

Spirit of our God, descending, 

fill our hearts with heavenly joy; 

love with every passion blending, 

pleasure that can never cloy; 

thus provided, pardoned, guided, 

nothing can our peace destroy. 
James Edmeston (1791-1867) 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

The clergy and people depart. 

Organ Voluntary 
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Today’s Service Sheet is sponsored in loving memory of  

 

Jonathan 

31st January 1985 - 17th September 2005 

 

Those we love remain with us 

For love itself lives on 


