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Pupils representing Carleton Park,
Halfpenny Lane and Larks Hill schools,
visiting St Giles' to sign the Book of
Condolences and to add their prayers to the
prayer tree.
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The Vicar writes….

In times when nothing stood
But worsened, or grew strange,
There was one constant good:
She did not change.

Words from the English poet and librarian from Hull, Philip Larkin, in the year of her Late
Majesty’s Silver Jubilee (1977).

September 8th brought news of her Majesty’s death; we all knew that the day would
one day come, but when it did the shock was no less felt. Looking for an image of
her Majesty on the palace website, I was suddenly faced with a black computer
screen and the announcement of her death. For a moment time just stood still. And
so September has been a month when sadness and grief has entered hearts and
minds on a collective scale. A ten day period of national mourning impacted us all.
The multiple divisions and challenges facing the country were set to one side to
allow for a united honouring of the incredible service and utter dedication given
over so many years by her late Majesty. When many ‘talk the talk’ of public service,
she has ‘walked the walk.’
Philip Larkin captured someone very powerful in the final line of his poem: ‘she did
not change.’ Of course, the Queen changed, historians can tell the story of how the
monarchy evolved over the 70 years of her reign, but Elizabeth ll Queen of our
country remained at the heart of our national life. Sir Keir Starmer speaking in
parliament captured something very true: ‘her death robs this country of its stillest
point, its greatest comfort, at precisely the time we need those things most.’

Personally, I have known nothing other than the Queen as monarch. She has always
been there. In the midst of the economic challenges facing our nation, the political
instability at home and in Europe, global concerns about the environment, and with
covid’s legacy still keenly felt, then perhaps we hoped for some things to stay
constant. I guess life rarely gives us that luxury. >>>

‘To all of us as a family, as to this kingdom and the wider family of nations of
which it is a part, my mother gave an example of lifelong love and of selfless
service.'

My mother's reign was unequalled in its duration, its dedication and its devotion.
Even as we grieve, we give thanks for this most faithful life.

(King Charles lll)

The grief of this day – felt not only by the late Queen’s family but all round the
nation, Commonwealth and the world – arises from her abundant life and loving
service, now gone from us.

(Archbishop Justin Welby)
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But when one monarch dies then another is swiftly proclaimed, bringing hope and the
possibility for something new. Charles lll will inhabit the role in his own way, allowing for
continuity and also bringing change. I loved a little cartoon that I came across which
featured a Corgi and a King Charles cavalier spaniel stood outside Buckingham palace. The
following words were placed into the confident and smug looking cavalier’s mouth: ‘You’re
history, pal- make way for the King Charles spaniel.’ (I’ve got one I can loan for royal
duties!).

King Charles, rooted in his own faith and devotion to Christian practice, will take on the
role of ‘Defender of the Faith and supreme governor of the Church of England’ as his
mother did. Like her late Majesty, King Charles understands the importance of the state
church providing a space for people of all faiths to practice their faith in freedom and to be
heard, respected and valued in their contributions to national life. King Charles especially
needs our prayers as he begins his role as Monarch of the United Kingdom, Head of the
Commonwealth of Nations and takes his place with other monarchs, presidents and
leaders on the world’s stage.

His Proclamation speech contained heartfelt words of trust in God’s grace and help. ‘And in
carrying out the heavy task that has been laid upon me, and to which I now dedicate what remains
to me of my life, I pray for the guidance and help of Almighty God’.

May we respond in the same spirit that St Paul writes to Timothy … ‘First of all, then, I
urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings should be made for
everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God
our Saviour, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth.’

This month's cover photo shows artwork done by Junior Church and Tiddlywinks,
displayed in front of the altar in the Lady Chapel. Well done to them!



‘Floral Tribute,’ a poem by Simon Armitage, written through the metaphor of the lily of the

valley - one of the late Queen's favourite flowers, which appeared in her coronation

bouquet. The first letter of each line spells out "Elizabeth" when taken together.

Floral Tribute by Simon Armitage

Evening will come, however determined the late afternoon,

Limes and oaks in their last green flush, pearled in September mist.

I have conjured a lily to light these hours, a token of thanks,

Zones and auras of soft glare framing the brilliant globes.

A promise made and kept for life - that was your gift -

Because of which, here is a gift in return, glovewort to some,

Each shining bonnet guarded by stern lance-like leaves.

The country loaded its whole self into your slender hands,

Hands that can rest, now, relieved of a century's weight.

Evening has come. Rain on the black lochs and dark Munros.

Lily of the Valley, a namesake almost, a favourite flower

Interlaced with your famous bouquets, the restrained

Zeal and forceful grace of its lanterns, each inflorescence

A silent bell disguising a singular voice. A blurred new day

Breaks uncrowned on remote peaks and public parks, and

Everything turns on these luminous petals and deep roots,

This lily that thrives between spire and tree, whose brightness

Holds and glows beyond the life and border of its bloom.

.
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Karen Glynn

September 2022



INVITATION

TO JILL CLAPHAM’S LICENSING SERVICE
AS A

LICENSED LAY MINISTER

(FORMER TITLE READER)

All members of the congregation are warmly
invited to the Episcopal Area Lay Minister
(Reader) licensing service to be held at St Giles'
on Sunday 6th November at 3.30pm.

Please hold Jill in your prayers as she prepares
for the service and come to support her if you
are able.

Cath Fox, who was on placement with us
earlier this year is also to be licensed in the
service.

Bishop Tony Robinson and the new
Archdeacon of Halifax (also warden of
Readers), Bill Braviner, will be leading the
service.

Refreshments will follow the service.
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Dates to remember
(All events at St Giles', unless otherwise noted.)

Saturday 1st October: Harvest Supper: 6:30 at the Masonic Lodge

Sunday 2nd October: Harvest Thanksgiving Service & Collection:10:15

Choral Evensong: 4pm

Monday 3rd October: Mothers' Union meeting: 1:30pm

Sunday 9th October: All-Age Celebration for Harvest: 4pm (St Mary's)

Wednesday 26th October: Bric-à-Brac stall: from 9am

Sunday 30th October: CLOCKS GO BACK 1 HOUR!

Wednesday 2nd November: Evening Service for All Souls: 7pm

Sunday 6th November: Episcopal Area Lay Minister Licensing: 3:30pm

Artwork by Jean Valdar 7
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GOD SAVE THE KING

On Thursday 8th September 2022 the many people who were gathered outside
Buckingham Palace sang, ‘God Save the King” for the new King Charles III. These
words were unfamiliar, having not been sung for a sovereign within our shores
since 1952, when they were last sung for King George VI. Many of you, like me,
will never have sung this latest version with the word’King’ in it.

The author of the anthem is unknown. It has been suggested that it may originate
in plainchant. Sometimes an attribution to John Bull is made, although several
other candidates have been mentioned.

God Save the King was first performed in London in 1745 and became known as
the national anthem at the start of the 19th century. In September 1745, when
news of the battle of Prestonpans, near Edinburgh, reached London, the
bandleader at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, played an arrangement after the
performance which we now recognise as God Save the King. It was so well
received that it was repeated every night at the end of the performance. This
practice rapidly spread to other theatres and very soon the custom of greeting the
monarch with this song was established.

Within the United Kingdom the first verse is often sung alone, even on some
official occasions. Our national anthem is not enshrined in law, so its words may
be changed, as they were on the 8th September when the word ’Queen’ was
changed to ‘King’.

God save our gracious King,

Long live our noble King,

God save the King,

Send him victorious,

Happy and glorious,

Long to reign over us,

God save the King.

Karen Glynn
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Harvest Gifts: an Update from No 6

For the last month or so, No 6 has had weekly visits from a local couple

with a plot on the Rookhill Road allotment site bringing potatoes and

onions for our Friday fresh veg and fruit distribution. This couple have

taken on an extra plot for another plot-holder who for health reasons is

temporarily unable to garden and No 6 is being given the extra produce

generated. We have also received a quantity of Bramley apples from by a

Church member.

Anyone who grows their own fruit and veg knows how much time, effort

and knowledge is needed to produce the end product. So we offer this brief

update with our thanks for the generosity which has produced these extra

gifts so welcome to the local people served by No 6.

Paul and Ann
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Sunday 30th October
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The last date for items for March's magazine is

Sunday 20th February 2022

April's magazine.

Artwork by Deborah Noble
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Organ Recitals in St Giles’

Market Place

Pontefract WF8 1AT

2022/2023 Series

Fridays at 1.00pm

(unless otherwise stated)

October 7th Paul Dewhurst

November 4th Chris Newton

December 2nd Ivan Linford

December 16th NCP

January 6th 2023 Sean Montgomery

February 3rd Marc Murray

March 3rd Paul Dewhurst

April 14th David Baker

April 21st NCP

May 5th John Dunford

June 2nd Scott Senogles

July 7th Sean Montgomery

Friday Admission £5 per recital

(includes tea/coffee served from 12.30pm before the recital)
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Food

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/

Jill Clapham Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) Tel: 07740869346

Tony Williams Pastoral Minister Tel: 07919412797

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/


All in a very good cause!

See Linda Atkins for details.



BGD


