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Whose (is) the boss?
Join us in St Giles' on Saturday

17th September
to learn more!

See pages 10-11 for details
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It is amazing, nay God driven, where one gets inspiration to write an article
such as this:-

I was in the vestry preparing for a Friday mass. Picking up a book mark lying
on the desk it has a prayer that I took to. From that day on I have
incorporated it in my worship. A prayer attributed to St Teresa of Avila:-

Let nothing disturb you.
Let nothing frighten you.
All things pass away
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things.
Those who have God find they lack nothing.
God alone suffices.

Who was St Teresa of Avila

Teresa of Ávila also called Saint Teresa of Jesus, was a Spanish
noblewoman who was called to convent life in the Catholic Church. She was
born on the 26th March 1515 and died 4th October 1582 at the age of 67
years,
She was a mystic and author of spiritual writings and poems. She founded
numerous convents throughout Spain and was the originator of the
Carmelite Reform that restored a contemplative and austere life to the
order.
Teresa is the Patron Saint of Missions and florists.
Her mother died in 1529, and, despite her father’s opposition, Teresa
entered, probably in 1535, the Carmelite Convent of the Incarnation
at Ávila, Spain. Within two years her health collapsed, and she was an invalid
for three years, during which time she developed a love for mental prayer.
After her recovery, however, she stopped praying. She continued for 15
years in a state divided between a worldly and a divine spirit, until, in 1555,
she underwent a religious awakening.
In 1558 Teresa began to consider the restoration of Carmelite life to its
original observance of austerity, which had relaxed in the 14th and 15th
centuries. Her reform required utter withdrawal so that the nuns could
meditate on divine law and, through a prayerful life of penance, exercise what
she termed “our vocation of reparation” for the sins of humankind. In 1562,
with Pope Pius IV’s authorization, she opened the first convent (St. Joseph’s)
of the Carmelite Reform. A storm of hostility came from municipal and
religious personages, especially because the convent existed without
endowment, but she staunchly insisted on poverty and subsistence only
through public alms.

Continued >>>>>>>

https://www.britannica.com/place/Avila-Spain
https://www.britannica.com/place/Spain
https://www.britannica.com/dictionary/austerity
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Pius-IV
https://www.britannica.com/topic/convent
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But what is the prayer?
It is simple in all respects, clear instructions.

Teresa's method of prayer emerges from the awareness that God is a
Person. She approaches God as Father, Beloved, Spouse, His Majesty, and
most notably, Friend. Her writings explain how to develop this personal
relationship. All ascetical practices, attentiveness, and effort are a result of
this awareness.
Let nothing disturb you.
Let nothing frighten you.
All things pass away
God never changes.
Patience obtains all things.
Those who have God find they lack nothing.
God alone suffices.

I hope this helps in some small way.

God Bless

Fr Michael

This month's cover picture: Teresa of Avila's Vision of the Dove by Peter Paul Rubens
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The Harvest Supper will now be held in the
Masonic Hall, Ackworth Road on Saturday, 1 October
2022, 6.30pm for 7.00pm. Pie and pea supper or
vegetarian option on request, apple crumble and bar.
Tickets can be purchased from Sunday, 11 September
at a cost of £11 per head. Children (under 16) free!
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Saturday, 10th September 2022
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You may recall from last month's magazine, that Peter and his happy band
of brothers have been busy again. As well as removing and cleaning the
double glazing over the stained glass windows, they have set about
cleaning the windows themselves. The colours shine out now, as they
would have done when the windows were installed, following the
reordering of the church in 1865. Thank you, gentlemen, for bringing the
windows so beautifully back to life.

The photos on each side of the back cover give an idea of the wonderful,
delicate qualities of our stained glass. They also hold a secret that has, as
far as we know, gone unnoticed for many a year. Apologies to anyone who
suffers from arachnophobia, but did you know that, in one of the windows,
a spider has been lurking in wait? See if you can find it, next time you're
in St Giles'.

The window depicting the scene in the Temple, with Simeon holding the
Christ child while Mary, Joseph and Anna look prayerfully on, is one of my
favourites, not least because of its association with Evensong and the
words of Simeon ...

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

... words sung by the choir at Choral Evensong, on the first Sunday of
each month at 4pm, throughout most of the year. The service features not
only some beautiful and uplifting music, but also calm moments of silence.
It is a service that the choir loves singing and we would love to have you
there to share it with us.
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Food Share Summer Holidays Project August 2022

This summer’s Holiday Food project has taken place against a background of
daily press and television coverage of the “Cost of Living Crisis”. It’s
something which is affecting us all. We have been stopped by complete
strangers doing our supermarket shopping commenting on the sudden sharp
rise in the cost of basic items and the worry this is causing.

These price rises have been particularly difficult for families who do not have
the support of the school meal service during the long summer holidays and
who then face the end-of-the-holidays-challenge of buying children’s winter
shoes and replacing school uniforms.

Along with other local organisations including our own Lunch with Us, Food
Share has been able to play a part, through the Pantry Club as well as the
Holiday Food scheme, in helping families who would otherwise struggle. But
this would not have been possible without a lot of help from very many
people. Our thanks go to FareShare Leeds who faithfully deliver beautiful
food to us every Friday. CAP in Wakefield have provided bread, while
Pontefract Morrisons and Asda have donated groceries to feed about 160
people a week during August. Our thanks are also due to our congregation
for a particularly generous food collection at the beginning of August, gifts of
children’s books for our Book Share at No 6, and a welcome supply of
carrier bags. We are also grateful to several people who pop into the shop
from time to time to donate food. Finally, thank you to our delivery teams
who have operated in very uncomfortable weather to deliver food to the
families nominated by
local schools and other
agencies as being in
particular difficulty this
summer.

So thank you everyone
who has helped Food
Share at this time.

Paul and Ann Harris

August 2022



9



10



11

ST GILES’ CHURCH, PONTEFRACT

CEILING BOSSES

Within St Giles’ Church, we have some wonderful ceiling bosses, but how
many of you have ever stopped to look due to their location? How much do
you know about them and where did they come from?

It was Thomas Tew, of Leathan, Tew and Co., whose bank in the Market
Place was later to become Barclays Bank, who paid for the ceiling bosses to
be installed. Remarkably they are made from papier-mâché! Pontefract
received its Charter of Incorporation from Richard III in 1484. The Siege Coin
bears the words Post mortem patris pro filio, the town’s motto to this day. It
dates from the Civil War and reflects the royalists’ declaration of loyalty to
Charles II following the execution of his father, Charles I, in 1649. Pontefract
Castle was the last royalist stronghold to fall.

We know what all the bosses represent with one exception. I would like to
invite you all to play detective and try to find out what the unknown boss
represents. Please do let me know if you find the answer.

A photograph of each individual boss will be on display in the café area for
one week from Sunday, 18th September to enable you all to have a close up
view.
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The last date for items for March's magazine is

Sunday 20th February 2022

April's magazine.

Artwork by Deborah Noble
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All in the month of SEPTEMBER

It was:

1900 years ago, from 13th September 122 to 128 that Hadrian’s Wall was built in northern
England. It ran for 80 miles from coast to coast and marked the northern limit of the Roman
Empire. The Roman Emperor, Hadrian, wanted to separate the Romans from ‘the barbarians.’

200 years ago, on 11th September 1822 that the Catholic Church admitted that the 16th
century astronomer Galileo Galilei might have been right about the Earth orbiting the Sun.
The College of Cardinals reversed the Church’s condemnation of his ideas. Galileo had spent
the last nine years of his life under house arrest for publishing his work on the subject. He died
in 1642.

100 years ago, on 13th September 1922 that the highest temperature ever recorded in the
world was reported to be 57.7 Centigrade (136 Fahrenheit) in Al’Aziziyah in Libya. (Unofficial
record)

90 years ago, on 23rd September 1932 that Saudi Arabia was founded when the Kingdoms of
Hejaz and Najd were unified.

80 years ago, on 12th September 1942 that "(I've Got a Gal In) Kalamazoo" by Glenn Miller
and His Orchestra hit #1 on the Billboard singles charts.

70 years ago, on 6th September 1952 that the Farnborough Air Show crash took place in
Hampshire. A de Havilland fighter jet broke apart and fell into the crowd, killing 31 people.
Stringent safety measures were introduced to ensure it could never happen again.

65 years ago, on 2nd September 1957 that the Everly Brothers best-known song ‘Wake Up
Little Susie’ was released.

50 years ago, on 5th September 1972 that Palestinian terrorists invaded the Olympic Village in
Munich, West Germany during the 1972 Olympic Games and took 11 members of the Israeli
team hostage. All the hostages were killed, as well as five of the eight terrorists and a German
police officer, when a rescue attempt failed.

40 years ago, on 14th September 1982 that Princess Grace of Monaco, formerly the American
film and TV actress Grace Kelly, died in a car crash, aged 52.

30 years ago, on 7th September 1992 that the radio station Classic FM began broadcasting in
the UK.

25 years ago, on 5th September 1997 that Mother Teresa, Macedonian-born/Albanian India nun
and humanitarian died. She founded the Missionaries of Charity and was winner of the 1979
Nobel Peace Prize. She was beatified in October 2003.
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INVITATION

TO JILL CLAPHAM’S LICENSING SERVICE AS A

LICENSED LAY MINISTER

(FORMER TITLE READER)

All members of the congregation are
warmly invited to the Episcopal Area Lay
Minister (Reader) licensing service to be
held at St Giles' on Sunday 18th September
at 3.30pm.

Please hold Jill in your prayers as she
prepares for the service and come to support
her if you are able.

Cath Fox, who was on placement with us
earlier this year is also to be licensed in the
service.

Bishop Tony Robinson and the new
Archdeacon of Halifax (also warden of
Readers), Bill Braviner, will be leading the
service.
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BGDBGD

Story adapted and illustrated by Francesca Ross
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Food

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/

Jill Clapham Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) Tel: 07740869346
Tony Williams Pastoral Minister Tel: 07919412797

http://www.stgilespontefract.org/weekly-notices-2/


Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace...
Luke 2:29



BGD


